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Good morning and welcome! 

On behalf of the Board, Management and Staff of the Trinidad and Tobago Securities and Exchange Commission, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the final round and prizegiving ceremony of our inaugural National Investing Debate Competition.
There is something very encouraging about seeing young people take on difficult questions with preparation, confidence and enthusiasm. Throughout this competition, you have explored issues that many adults are still trying to understand. You have researched, questioned and defended your ideas—and today, we celebrate that effort.
Before our finalists take the stage, I want to share some key thoughts with you.

Be Proud of How Far You Have Come
Speaking points: Recognise all 22 schools; celebrate preparation and courage; acknowledge teachers and families.

First, to every student from the 22 schools that entered this competition: you have earned our recognition. Let us give all our participants a well-deserved round of applause.
Standing before an audience takes courage. Standing before an audience, presenting an argument and responding to a challenge takes preparation and self-belief.
Some of you may have started this journey unsure of your ability. Perhaps you were nervous about speaking. Perhaps the subject seemed unfamiliar. Yet you accepted the challenge, put in the work and grew through the experience.
Remember that feeling. When you next encounter something difficult, you will have evidence that you can learn, improve and rise to the occasion.
To our finalists: congratulations on reaching this stage. You have earned your place here. Take a moment to enjoy it.
And to the teachers, coaches, parents and supporters who helped our students prepare: thank you. Your encouragement has helped them discover what they are capable of achieving.

Let Evidence Guide Your Thinking
Speaking points: Ask good questions; listen carefully; be willing to learn and reconsider.

My second message is to keep developing the habit of asking good questions. Your theme, “Our Virtual Assets,” has taken you into a subject where technology, finance and public policy meet. It is an area filled with possibilities, but also with uncertainty and risk.
To debate it well, you have had to look beyond a headline or a popular opinion. You have had to ask: What supports this claim? Is this source reliable? What might we be overlooking?
Those questions will serve you throughout your lives.
You live in a world where a claim can reach thousands of people before anyone checks whether it is true. A confident speaker can sound convincing. A widely shared post can seem credible. But you have learned to look for the evidence.
I also encourage you to listen carefully to those who disagree with you. Sometimes they will help you strengthen your argument. Sometimes they will show you something you had not considered.
Being willing to reconsider a position is a sign of maturity. It shows that you value learning and have the confidence to grow.

Start Building Your Financial Future Now
Speaking points: Financial learning begins early; understand opportunities and risks; practise sound everyday habits.

My third message is that you are already old enough to begin building a sound financial future. You do not need to wait until you have a job or a large amount of money. It begins with understanding the choices you make today: how you spend, what you save and what you want to achieve.

At the TTSEC, we want young people to feel confident asking questions about money and investing. You should feel comfortable saying, “I do not understand this yet. Please explain it.”
That is a sensible starting point for any financial decision. Your discussions about virtual assets have shown why this matters. New technologies can create opportunities, but an exciting idea still requires careful examination. Prices can change sharply. Fraud can occur. Money can be lost.

So, when an opportunity comes your way, pause and ask:
• How does this work?
• What could I lose?
• Who is offering it, and how can I check their claims?
• Am I making this decision because I understand it, or because I feel pressured?

Develop those habits early. Learn to save consistently. Set goals. Seek reliable guidance. Give yourself time to understand before committing your money. Every sound financial habit you build now gives your future self more choices.

Use Your Voice With Confidence and Integrity
Speaking points: Respectful disagreement; responsible influence; share learning with others.

My fourth message is to recognise the value of your voice—and the responsibility that comes with using it. Through this competition, you have practised speaking with confidence. You have also practised something equally valuable: engaging with people whose views differ from your own.

As you debate today, make your case firmly. Listen closely. Challenge the argument while respecting the person presenting it.
These habits matter in classrooms, workplaces, communities and public life. They help us work through difficult issues and make better decisions together.

I encourage you to take what you have learned back to your schools and homes. Share a useful lesson with a friend. Start a conversation about saving or investment risk. Encourage someone to check a claim before acting on it. You do not need a title to make a positive contribution. You can begin with the knowledge you have and the example you set.

Closing and Encouragement

Let me thank our sponsors and partners, the Ministry of Education, participating schools, judges, teachers, coaches and parents for helping to make this competition possible.

To the TTSEC team who brought this initiative to life: thank you for creating this opportunity for our young people to learn and shine.

To our finalists, you have prepared for this moment. Trust that preparation. Support your teammates. If you feel nervous, take a breath and remember that you have earned the right to be here.

There will be a winning team today, and we look forward to celebrating that achievement. Every participant should also leave proud of the knowledge gained, the confidence developed and the challenge accepted.

Keep asking questions. Keep learning. Use your voice well.

Welcome, everyone. I look forward to an engaging final, and I wish both teams every success.

Thank you.
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